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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


-:o:- 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Swansea  Port  Sanitary  Authority 

Joint  Board. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1927. 
The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  ports  under  your  Authority  during  the 
year  is  6,344  (the  number  in  1926  was  4,161),  in  1925,  6,448  ; the  drop  in 
1926  (2,247)  has,  therefore,  nearly  been  recovered,  and  as  the  average 
tonnage  of  vessels  is  larger  the  total  tonnage  has  increased. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  year  have  been  an  outbreak  of  cholera 
at  Abadan  during  the  summer,  and  a great  increase  in  the  prevalence  of 
smallpox  at  Abadan. 

The  efficient  steps  taken  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Anglo  Persian  Oil 
Company,  including  the  urgent  dispatch  of  anti-cholera  vaccine  from  this 
country  by  aeroplane,  prevented  the  outbreak  of  this  disease  on  the  ships 
of  the  British  Tanker  Company,  with  the  exception  of  a few  cases.  Sus- 
pected cases  on  a ship  arriving  in  Swansea  were  shewn  by  bacteriological 
examination  to  be  due  to  a food  poison  bacillus,  and  no  cholera  vibrios 
were  found. 

There  have  been  cases  of  smallpox  on  two  ships  of  the  British  Tanker 
Company  removed  to  hospital  at  Suez  and  Aden,  and  though  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  crews  of  these  vessels  have  been  re  vaccinated  as 
contacts,  a small  number  refused  vaccination  and  consequently  ran  the  risk 
of  developing  the  disease  themselves,  and  so  becoming  a source  of  infection 
to  the  public.  The  frequent  signing  on  of  fresh  crews  tends  to  perpetuate 
this  risk,  which  can  only  be  met  by  pressing  the  importance  of  revaccination 
when  joining  the  ship. 

Two  cases  of  inguinal  bubo  on  a ship  arriving  from  the  East  were 
found,  on  bacteriological  examination,  to  be  free  from  the  bacillus  of  plague. 
No  other  cases  of  sickness  call  for  comment  and  the  remainder  are  dealt 
with  in  tabular  form. 
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SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT. 


Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District : — 

SWANSEA,  NEATH  and  PORT  TALBOT,  during  the  year  1927 
(The  number  of  arrivals  and  tonnage  are  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  H.M. 
Collector  of  Customs). 

TABLE  I. 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

No.  Ins 

pected. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 

of 

Orders 

issued. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

FOREIGN. 

Steamers 
Motor  (*) 

Sailing 

Fishing- 

Total  Foreign 

coastwise 

Steamers 
Motor  (*) 

Sailing 

Fishing 

Total  Coastwise 

TOTAL  FOREIGN 
AND  COASTWISE... 

2,752 

56 

36 

17 

3,349,183 

122,914 

4,469 

1,703 

| 194 

2,808 

36 

17 

309 

2 

309 

2 

2,861 

3,478,269 

194 

2,861 

311 

311 

2,579 

158 

45 

701 

1,630,713 

20,105 

6,317 

64,187 

\ 2 
/ 2 

1 

2,625 

43 

680 

210 

4 

33 

210 

4 

33 

3,483 

1,728,585 

3 

3,348 

247 

247 

6,344 

5,206,854 

197  1 6,209 

558 

558 

(*)  Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  Steamers. 
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Number  of  vessels,  tonnage,  foreign  and  coastwise,  entering  the  Swansea 
Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  preceding  five  years. 


TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total 

Foreign 

and 

Coastwise. 

Tonnage. 

Total  Tonnage 
Foreign  and 
Coastwise. 

Foreign. 

Coast- 

wise. 

Foreign. 

Coast- 

wise. 

1922 

2,903 

4,418 

7,321 

2,434,188 

2,187,570 

4,610,758 

1923 

3,380 

4,578 

7,958 

3,165,658 

2,316,682 

5,482,340 

1924 

2,611 

4,337 

6,948 

2,828,534 

2,231,327 

5,059,861 

1925 

2,304 

4,184 

6,448 

3,215,600 

1,703,968 

4,919,568 

1926 

1,721 

2,440 

4,161 

2,030,355 

982,035 

3,012,390 
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TRADE  OF  THE  PORT. 


SWANSEA. 

TABLE  III. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  Imports 
and  Exports. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1923 

1,795,282 

5,746,144 

7,541,426 

1924 

1,810,137 

5,577,764 

7,387,901 

1925 

1,697,466 

5,333,519 

7,030,985 

1926 

1,908,718 

2,929,588 

4,838,306 

1927 

2,086,167 

5,679,778 

7,765,945 

PORT 

TALBOT. 

TABLE  IV. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  Imports 
and  Exports. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1923 

437,952 

2,808,919 

3,246,871 

1924 

560,507 

2,374,072 

2,934,579 

1925 

402,190 

2,219,073 

2,621,263 

1926 

303,522 

924,877 

1,228,399 

1927 

341,256 

2,301,723 

2,642,979 

COUNTRIES  WITH  WHICH  THE  PORT  PRINCIPALLY  TRADES. 

Australia,  India,  Canada,  China,  Japan,  Persia,  Canada,  United  States, 

Brazil,  Argentine,  Chili. 

A busy  trade  is  carried  on  with  Belgium,  Holland,  Germany,  Denmark, 
Norway,  Sweden,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Greece,  etc.  There  are 
numerous  lines  of  steamers  trading  between  Swansea  and  all  parts  of  the 
world. 


9 


OIL  TRADE. 

Swansea  is  now  the  greatest  oil  port  in  the  Kingdom,  which  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  great  undertaking  of  the  Anglo-Persion  Oil  Company 
and  their  allies,  the  National  Oil  Refineries.  The  trade  in  crude  and  re- 
fined oil  and  motor  spirit  in  and  out  of  Swansea  docks  amounts  to  2,000,000 
tons  per  annum. 

A regular  service  of  tank  steamers  of  8,000  to  12,000  tons  capacity 
bring  the  crude  oil  from  Abadan  in  Persia  ; cargoes  of  oil  also  arrive  from 
the  Mexican  oil  fields.  The  refined  product  is  distributed  to  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  facilities  installed  are  such  that  a 10,000  tons  tanker  can  discharge 
a full  cargo  in  12  hours  and  a vessel  of  a similar  size  can  load  the  refined 
product  in  20  hours. 

At  the  jetty  adjoining  the  entrance  to  the  King’s  Dock  the  largest  liners 
can  replenish  their  bunkers  without  entering  the  dock.  During  1927,  142 
oil  tankers  arrived  from  Abadan,  and  4 from  Trinidad  with  cargoes  of 
oil. 


This  trade  is  increasing  yearly  ; 125  oil  tankers  arrived  in  1926  against 
115  in  1925. 


THE  CHIEF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

IMPORTS.  EXPORTS. 


Oil. 

Iron  Ore. 

Copper  and  other  Ores. 

Iron  and  Steel. 

Timber  and  Deals. 

Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber. 
Gram  and  Flour. 

Potatoes. 

Onions. 


Cement. 

Coal  and  Coke. 
Patent  Fuel. 

Iron  and  Steel  Rails. 
Tinplates. 

Grain  and  Flour. 

Oil. 

General  Merchandise. 


Fish. 


General  Merchandise. 
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CHOLERA,  YELLOW  FEVER  AND  PLAGUE  ORDER. 

(9 tli  September  1907) 

OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

All  vessels  arriving  directly  and  indirectly  from  infected  and  sus- 
pected ports  were  boarded  at  H.M.  Customs’  Boarding  Stations  and  were 
dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  above  Order. 

The  occurrence  of  plague  and  cholera  at  Abadan  (Persian  Gulf)  and 
in  the  area  of  the  Suez  Canal  and  Egypt,  all  ships  arriving  from  these 
infected  ports  are  boarded  and  all  persons  on  board  medically  examined. 
No  vessel  arrived  with  cholera,  yellow  fever  or  plague. 

On  August  18th  I received  information  from  Suez  as  to  the  outbreak 
of  suspicious  cases  of  illness  on  the  German  tanker  “ MASCONOMO  ” 
from  Abadan.  This  vessel  arrived  on  August  31st,  when  I examined  all 
the  crew.  It  was  decided  to  send  six  members  of  the  crew  to  hospital  in 
order  that  certain  bacteriological  examinations  could  be  made. 

The  result  of  these  tests  were  such  that  we  could  exclude  cholera, 
and  further,  made  it  practically  certain  that  the  illness  had  been  due  to 
food  poisoning. 

The  oil  tanker  “ BRITISH  INVENTOR  ” landed  two  seamen  at  Suez 
on  August  23rd  for  observation,  the  vessel  being  placed  in  quarantine  until 
August  29th.  This  vessel  arrived  on  September  12th  when  I examined  all 
the  crew.  There  had  been  no  further  illness  since  leaving  Suez. 

On  December  23rd  the  s.s.  “ POLYPHEMUS  ” arrived  from  Java 
via  Amsterdam  when  I examined  the  crew.  Two  firemen  were  suffering 
from  inguinal  bubo.  Bacteriloogical  examination  gave  negative  result 
for  “ B.  Pestis.” 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REGULATIONS. 


Preventive  Measures  against  Importation  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

All  cases  of  sickness  on  vessel  arriving  in  the  Port  are  investigated 
by  the  Inspectors,  and  if  in  any  way  suspicious,  the  Medical  Officer  is 
notified. 

Information  is  received  from  the  pilots  of  any  cases  of  suspected 
disease  on  incoming  vessels. 
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Practically  all  the  vessels  of  the  British  Tanker  Co.  send  a wireless 
message  notifying  their  probable  time  of  arrival  and,  in  addition,  reporting 
if  they  have  had  any  sickness  on  board.  This  is  passed  on  by  the  Company 
to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Other  ships  are  increasingly  reporting  sickness  by  wireless  to  their 
brokers,  who  in  like  manner  report  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority.  All 
ships  from  Abadan  and  any  vessel  known  to  be  from  a suspected  or  infected 
port  are  boarded  on  arrival  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  an 
Inspector. 

All  vessels  arriving  in  the  day-time  are  boarded  by  an  Assistant 
Inspector  on  arrival,  and  if  necessary,  an  Inspector  is  on  duty  at  night 
time  to  visit  any  vessel  on  arrival  and  reports  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital.  Contacts,  if  remaining  on  the  ship  are  kept  under  daily 
observation.  If  allowed  to  leave  the  ship  and  go  elsewhere  notification  is 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  place  to  which  they  are  going. 


DISINFECTION  OF  INFECTED  QUARTERS,  BEDDING, 
CLOTHING,  ETC. 

All  disinfection  of  infected  quarters  is  undertaken  by  your  Authority, 
and  carried  out  personally  by  your  Inspectors. 

Disinfection  for  vermin,  etc.,  is  also  undertaken  by  your  Authority 
when  requested  by  ships’  masters  and  brokers.  Otherwise  it  is  under- 
taken by  competent  firms  under  the  supervision  of  your  Inspectors. 

Infected  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  are  removed  by  motor  amublance  to 
the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  and  disinfected  by  steam. 


AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT. 

Arrangements  exist  between  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  and  the 
Borough  Authority  for  the  use  of  a motor  ambulance  at  any  time  during 
the  day  or  night  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


SMALLPOX. 


“ BRITISH  STATESMAN,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  41. 

This  vessel  arrived  in  Swansea  on  December  15th,  a.m.  tide  from 
Abadan,  having  landed  a member  of  the  crew  suffering  from  smallpox  at 
Suez  on  29th  November.  All  the  crew,  except  six,  were  re-vaccinated  at 
Suez  and  the  ship  resumed  her  voyage. 

On  arrival  at  Swansea  all  the  crew  were  examined  by  Dr.  Evans 
and  myself.  There  had  been  no  sickness  amongst  the  crew  except  two  men 
who  had  been  laid  up  as  the  result  of  vaccination.  All  the  re- vaccinations, 
except  one,  had  been  successful.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  crew 
were  taken  and  notification  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
districts  to  which  they  were  going. 

Disinfection  of  the  ship  and  laundry  were  carried  out  at  Suez  and 
again  here  at  Swansea. 


“ BRITISH  FUSILIER,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  39. 

Arrived  Swansea,  a.m.  tide  16th  December.  This  ship  left  Abadan 
on  November  17th,  and  arrived  at  Suez  on  28th  November,  landing  two 
definite  cases  of  smallpox  and  one  suspected  case  ; the  ship  was  fumigated 
and  everyone  re- vaccinated.  On  December  7th,  the  third  engineer  was 
taken  ill.  The  master  of  the  ship,  after  getting  advice  from  another  ship 
by  wireless,  thought  it  best  to  put  into  Corunna  where,  however,  the 
officer  died  before  he  could  be  taken  ashore. 

From  the  history  of  the  ilffiess  and  the  record  in  the  ship’s  log  it  is 
very  probable  that  this  officer’s  death  was  due  to  smallpox.  No  further 
case  of  sickness  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  voyage.  On  arrival 
at  Swansea  on  December  16th  I examined  all  the  crew  ; everyone  appeared 
to  be  in  good  health.  As  the  re- vaccination  at  Suez  had  not  been  successful 
I decided  that  this  had  better  be  repeated.  This  was  accordingly  done 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  British  Tanker  Co. 

The  bedding  used  by  the  men  who  had  contracted  smallpox  was 
destroyed  and  the  ship  and  laundry  fumigated.  Notification  was  sent  to 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  all  districts  to  which  members  of  the  crew 
belonged. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


TABLE  V. 

During  the  year  16  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  and  six  cases  removed  to 
hospital  for  observation  were  dealt  with  on  vessels  arriving  at  the  ports  under 
your  jurisdiction. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  action  taken. 


Date. 


1927 
Jan.  7 


Feb.  1 


April  20 


May  10 


„ 19 


June  1 


20 


Name  of  Vessel. 

Nation- 

ality. 

Where  from. 

Disease  and  Action  taken. 

Antinea,  s.s. 

French  ... 

Rouen 

Malaria — Sailor  and  steward. 
Former  taken  to  hospital, 
latter  treated  on  board  and 
proceeded  with  ship. 

Phrygia,  s.s. 

British  ... 

Liverpool 

Malaria — Sailor. 
Treated  on  board. 

Peer  Gynt,  s.s. 

Norwegian 

Antwerp 

Erysipelas — 2nd  Engineer. 
Arrived  11th,  reporting  no 
sickness  on  board.  On  20th 

ship  re-visited,  sick  man  re- 
moved to  hospital,  bedding 
destroyed  and  berth  fumi- 
gated. 

Stroma,  s.s. 

British  ... 

Port  Pirie,  via 
Las  Palmas 

Recurrent  malaria — Carpenter. 
Left  ship  and  proceeded  to  his 
home  for  treatment. 

Ixia,  s.s. 

do. 

London 

Varicella — 2nd  Engineer’s  son. 
Removed  to  home  of  his  par- 
ents, berth  occupied  by  boy 
fumigated.  M.O.H.  at  Port 
Talbot  notified. 

Harfleur,  s.s.  ... 

French  ... 

St.  Nazaire 

Enteric  Fever — Fireman. 
Removed  to  Union  Infirmary, 
berth  fumigated,  water  tanks 
emptied,  cleansed  and  cement- 
washed  ; water  closets  washed 
and  disinfected. 

Nantaise,  s.s.  ... 

do. 

Caen 

Enteric  Fever — Ship’s  boy. 
Removed  to  hospital  at  Ghent 
berth  fumigated  here,  fresh 
water  tanks  cleansed,  etc., 
and  water  closets  disinfected. 
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TABLE  V.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES — Continued. 


Date.- 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Nation- 

ality. 

Where  from. 

Disease  and  Action  taken. 

1927 
July  7 

Carolvore,  s.s.  ... 

Norwegian 

Pauillac 

Dysentery — Sailor. 

Removed  to  Borough  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  berth  fumigated 
water  tanks  cleansed  and 
cement-washed  ; water 
closets  disinfected. 

Aug.  31 

Masconomo,  s.s. 

German 

Abadan,  Suez 
and  Port  Said 

Five  of  crew  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital  for  observa- 
tion and  bacteriological  tests- 

Nov.  3 

Deister,  s.s. 

do. 

Bordeaux 

Malaria — F our  seamen  and 

cabin  boy  respectively,  re- 
moved to  hospital.  Cook 
proceeded  to  his  home. 

„ 29 

Castlehill,  s.s. 

British  ... 

Glasgow 

Scarlet  Fever — 2nd  Officer. 
Removed  to  Borough  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  patient’s  berth 
fumigated.  Vessel  proceeded 
to  Newport,  p.m.  tide,  where 
M.O.H.  was  duly  notified. 

„ 31 

Gustav  Adolf, s.s. 

Swedish. . . 

Gothenburg  via 
Cardiff 

Varicella — Sailor. 

Removed  to  Borough  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  patient’s  berth 
fumigated. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

Number  of  cases 
during  1927. 

Average  number  of  cases  for 
last  Five  years. 

Dysentery 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

Malaria  ... 

9 

13  Cases. 

Measles  ... 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

(Landed  for  observation) 

6 

TOTAL  

22 

TABLE  VII. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage  but 
disposed  of  prior  to  arrival 


Disease. 

Number  of  cases 
during  1927. 

Average  number  of  cases  for 
last  Five  years. 

Diphtheria 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Malaria 

1 

10  Cases. 

Smallpox 

6 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

5 

Typhus  ... 

i 

TOTAL  

17 

16 


ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DETENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
VENERAL  DISEASES. 

The  clinic  for  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  for  Swansea  and  all  ports 
in  the  counties  of  Carmarthen,  Pembroke  and  Cardigan  is  at  the  Swansea 
General  and  Eye  Hospital. 

The  ports  of  Port  Talbot  and  Neath  are  served  by  the  clinic  opened 
at  Port  Talbot  under  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

The  facilities  for  the  free  treatment  of  venereal  disease  at  the  above 
clinics  are  notified  to  the  masters  of  vessels  on  arrival.  Leaflets  giving 
information  on  the  dangers  of  venereal  disease,  and  the  facilities  for  free 
treatment  are  supplied  to  the  crews  of  vessels  by  your  Inspectors. 

It  is  also  pointed  out  that  the  facilities  and  treatment  are  free  to  all 
nationalities.  The  following  figures  are  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Medical  Officers  in  charge  of  the  clinics  :■ — ■ 

TABLE  VIII. 

No.  of  Seamen  Cases  admitted  for  Treatment. 


SWANSEA  CENTRE.  PORT  TALBOT  CENTRE. 


1926 

211 

80 

Syphilis 

68 

Syphilis 

20 

1927 

Soft  Chancre 

5 

Gonorrhoea 

32 

Gonorrhoea 

64 

Others 

13 

TOTAL 

...  159 

TOTAL 

52 

SWANSEA. 

Vessels  and  crews  examined  on  arrival  at  the  boarding  stations  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  giving 
details  of  sickness  reported  on  arrival  and  during  the  voyage. 

TABLE  IX. 
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MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 


Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  rats  from  vessels  coming  from  an 
infected  or  suspected  port,  also  rats  from  warehouses  are  made  by  Dr.  A.  F. 
Sladden  at  the  Beck  Pathological  Laboratory.  During  the  past  year  26 
rats  from  vessels  and  2 rats  from  a warehouse  were  examined.  None  gave 
any  evidence  of  Bac.  Pestis. 

Preventing  Passage  of  Rats  between  Ships  and  Shore. 

Vessels  loading  or  discharging  are  requested  when  possible,  to  have 
chains  or  mooring  ropes  gua  ded  by  rat  discs  kept  properly  fixed,  gangways, 
etc.,  raised  at  night,  and  lighters  removed  from  alongside  after  working 
hours. 

All  grain  vessels  are  kept  moored  away  from  the  wharf  whilst  being 
discharged. 


Deratisation. 

Fumigation  by  sulphur  dioxide  gas  is  the  most  effective  method 
employed  for  destroying  rats  on  vessels.  Other  methods  are  the  destruction 
of  rats  by  trapping  and  baiting. 

In  warehouses,  wharves,  river  banks,  and  other  premises  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  docks,  the  continual  trapping,  baiting,  and  ferreting  are  the  methods 
adopted  for  the  destruction  of  rats. 

Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships  and  on  Shore. 

On  all  vessels  arriving  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  prevalence  of  rats. 
All  grain  vessels,  oil  tankers  and  general  cargo  boats  are  systematically 
examined  by  the  ratcatcher.  Special  attention  is  given  to  vessels  arriving 
from  infected  or  suspected  ports.  During  1927  the  ratcatcher  examined 
823  vessels.  To  meet  the  requirements  of  foreign  governments  102  vessels 
were  examined  and  certificates  issued  certifying  their  freedom  from  rats. 
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Rat  Proofing. 

The  rat  proofing  of  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  presents  a very 
difficult  problem  owing  to  the  varied  interests  involved,  not  under  the 
control  of  the  railway  authority  owning  the  docks. 

Alongside  the  wharves  are  stacks  of  timber  and  deals,  sheds  for  the 
storage  of  timber,  open  at  all  points  ; dry  docks  with  their  stores,  dis- 
carded gear  and  old  ropes,  etc.,  lying  about  ; innumerable  works,  sheds 
and  shanties  with  wooden  floors  ; large  areas  used  for  the  storage  of  m ning 
timber  and  piles  of  empty  fish  boxes.  All  these  afford  excellent  cover 
and  harbourage  for  rodents.  Of  recent  years  all  the  transi  sheds  have  been 
practically  rendered  rat  proof  by  the  abolishment  of  unnecessary  wood- 
work and  the  laying  of  patent  concrete  floors. 

On  the  modern  ships  efforts  have  been  made  to  reduce  rat  harbourage 
to  a minimum,  coupled  with  the  periodical  fumigation  rat  infestation  is 
not  so  frequently  seen  as  formerly. 

There  still  remains  much  to  be  done  on  the  older  class  of  ships  with 
their  wooden  fitments,  hollow  partitions,  and  ceilings  to  the  living  accom- 
modation . 

We  strongly  press  for  the  removal  of  this  woodwork,  as  we  have  known 
it  to  afford  protection  to  rats  from  the  effects  of  fumigation. 


RATS  DESTROYED  IN  1927. 
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PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  PLAGUE. 
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Table  XIII — Precautions  against  Plague — ( continued, ). 
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Table  X.— Precautions  against  Plague — ( continued ). 
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TABLE  XV. 

RATS  EXAMINED  DURING  THE  YEAR  AT 
THE  BECK  LABORATORY. 


Vessel  or  Warehouse. 

Number 
Ex’  ned 

Where  from. 

Cargo. 

Result. 

Ypres  Maru,  s.s. 

3 

Prince  Rupert  (B.C.) 
via  Panama  and 
Dunkirk 

Grain 

No  evidence  of  Bac. 
Pestis. 

Ellen,  (sail) 

2 

Cuban  ports,  via  ... 
Havre 

Ballast 

do. 

Ereno,  s.s. 

2 

Mediterranean  ports 

Water 

Ballast 

do. 

Gunvor  Tysland,  s.s.  ... 

2 

Manchester 

General 

Cargo 

do. 

Helredale,  s.s.  ... 

2 

Antwerp 

do. 

do. 

Armura,  s.s. 

1 

Ardrossan 

do. 

do. 

Keilehaven,  s.s 

1 

Montreal 

Grain 

do. 

Westborougli,  s.s. 

2 

Buenos  Ayres 

do. 

do. 

Inchdairnie,  s.s 

2 

Cardiff 

General 

Cargo 

do. 

Theodores,  s.s. 

5 

Rosario  via  St. 
Vincent 

Maize. . . 

do. 

Liverpool  Warehouse  ... 

(South  Dock) 

2 

' 

— 

do. 

British  Princess,  s.s.  ... 

2 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

Crude 
Pet- 
roleum 
oil  in 
bulk 

do. 

Amicus,  s.s. 

2 

San  Nicolas,  via  St. 
St.  Vincent  and 
Madeira 

Maize.. . 

do. 
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INSPECTION  OF  VESSELS. 

During  the  year  6,209  vessels  were  inspected  at  the  ports  under  your 
jurisdiction  ; 4,520  British  and  1,689  Foreign. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  found  with  sanitary  defects  was  558. 
14  statutory  notices,  456  informal  notices,  and  88  verbal  instructions  were 
issued  to  masters.  1,676  revisits  were  made  by  your  Inspectors  to  enforce 
compliance  with  notices  and  to  inspect  work  in  hand.  602  verminous  and 
dirty  beds  were  destroyed. 

The  total  nuisances  and  defects  found  aboard  vessels  inspected  was 
1,041.  1,019  were  abated  on  the  Inspectors’  notices,  and  no  legal  pro- 

ceedings were  necessary. 

Of  the  remaining  defects  not  remedied  at  this  port  due  to  lack  of  time, 
notification  was  sent  to  the  ports  to  which  the  vessels  were  about  to  sail. 
A classified  list  of  nuisances  and  defects  are  given  in  Table  XX. 


TABLE  XVI. 

Vessels  inspected  during  1927  and  the  preceding  five  years 


Year. 

Total 

Number  of  Vessels 
Inspected. 

Number 

Defective. 

Percentage 

Defective. 

1922 

British 

5,395 

625 

11.6 

Foreign 

1,296 

437 

33.7 

1923 

British 

5,502 

582 

10.4 

Foreign 

2,456 

475 

19.3 

1924 

British 

4,778 

469 

9.6 

Foreign 

2,165 

396 

13.2 

1925 

British 

4,647 

344 

7.4 

Foreign 

1,841 

304 

16.5 

1926 

British 

3,277 

231 

7.0 

Foreign 

964 

134 

13.9 

1927 

British 

4,520 

317 

7.0 

Foreign 

1,689 

241 

14.2 
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TABLE  XVII. 


District. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

i 

Total 

Number  of 
Persons  on 
board  vessels 
Inspected. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
and  Defects 
dealt  with. 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Total. 

SWANSEA 

1,671 

3,074 

4,745 

82,970 

620 

NEATH  

143 

137 

280 

3,004 

74 

PORT  TALBOT  ... 

636 

518 

1,154 

21,351 

347 

PORTHCAWL  ... 

— 

30 

30 

1,061 

TOTALS 

2,450 

3,759 

6,209 

108,386 

1,041 

TABLE  XVIII. 

The  2,450  vessels  from  foreign  ports  were  made  up  as  follows  :■ — 


No. 

No.  reported  , 

Inspected. 

Defective. 

British  (steam)  ... 

1,341 

150 

Percentage 

,,  (sail) 

29 

— 

)>  Defective. 

Foreign  (steam)  ... 

1,037 

161 

„ (sail) 

43 

— ! 

j 12.6 

Total  Foreign 

2,450 

311  ' 

The  3,759  vessels  from  coastwise  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


No. 

No.  Reported 

Inspected. 

Defective. 

British  (steam)  ... 

2,200 

130 

,,  (sail) 

232 

4 

Percentage 

,,  (steam  trawlers)... 

588 

33 

Defective. 

,,  (sailing)  ... 

130 

— 

Foreign  (steam)  ... 

589 

80 

6.5 

,,  (sail) 

20 

— 

Total  Coastwise 

3,759 

247 

All  vessels — Foreign  and 

Coastwise 

6,209 

558 

9.4 

(Motor/sail  are  included  in 

Sailing  Vessels). 

NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS  INSPECTED. 
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ORTHCAWL. 

Total 
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255 
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280 
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25 
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3 
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5 

255 
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CO 

to 

CO 

Nationality. 

Belgian 

Brazilian 

British 

Canadian 

Danish 

Dutch 

Egyptian 

Esthonian 

Finnish 

F rench 

German 

Greek 

Irish  Free  State 

Italian 

Japanese 

Jugo-Slavian 

Latvian 

Norwegian 

Panamarian 

Polish 

Portuguese 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

U.  S.  America 

TOTALS  ... 
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CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH. 


TABLE  XX. 


Nature  of  Nuisance  or  Defects. 

Swan- 

sea. 

1 

Neath 

Port 
T’lbot ' 

Porth- 

cawl. 

Total 

Forecastles,  berths — cleaned  and  painted  ... 

160 

13 

138 

311 

Water  closets — ditto 

66 

13 

101 

180 

Water  tanks — cleaned  ...  ...  ... 

13 

13 

Damp  quarters  ...  ...  ...  ... 

42 

7 

5 

54 

Insufficient  ventilation 

1 

1 

Defective  ventilation 

10 

6 

16 

Defective  side  ports,  deck  prisms,  etc. 
Ships’  gear  in  crews’  spaces 

57 

21 

52 

130 

2 

1 

3 

Defective  bulkhead  and  floors 

2 

2 

Foul  accumulations  ... 

77 

6 

83 

Dirty  food  lockers 

10 

i 

4 

15 

Defective  chain  casings 

2 

2 

No  tables  in  forecastles 

2 

2 

Defective  bunks 

3 

’ ... 

3 

Defective  and  dirty  food  lockers 

8 

10 

18 

Insufficient  heating  ; defective  stoves,  stove  pipes, 
radiators,  etc. 

56 

7 

7 

70 

Defective  forecastle  doors 

3 

1 

i 

5 

Ships’  gear  in  water  closets 

5 

4 

9 

Defective  drainage  of  forecastles 

5 

5 

Verminous  forecastles... 

56 

1 

9 

... 

66 

Leaking  hawse  pipes  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Dirty  fishrooms  in  trawlers 

4 

4 

Defective  seats  in  forecastles 

1 

1 

Dirty  messrooms 

5 

5 

Defective  W.C’s. 

26 

2 

28 

Ballast  tank  leaking  ... 

i 

1 

2 

Defective  wash  basins 

2 

2 

Poultry  pens,  etc.,  cleansed 

3 

3 

Defective  steam  pipes  in  berths 

2 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

620 

74 

347 

1041 

TABLE  XXI. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of 
Vessel. 

Inspected 
during  1927. 

Defects 
of  Original 
Construction. 

Structural 
Defects 
through 
Wear  and  Tear. 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to 
Health. 

British 

4,520 

6 

243 

323 

Other  Nations 

1,689 

4 

104 

361 
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SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  the  port  is  derived  from  the  Town’s  supply. 
Water  mains  are  laid  throughout  the  whole  of  the  port  area.  All  shipping 
draw  their  water  supply  from  this  source  through  hydrants  which  are 
conveniently  placed  for  the  supplying  of  vessels.  No  water  boats  are  used 
in  any  of  the  ports  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority. 

CLEANSING  OF  PERSONS. 

All  seamen  requiring  treatment  for  cleansing  of  vermin,  scabies,  etc., 
are  removed  to  the  Infirmary  where  facilities  exist  for  such  cleansing. 

VERMINOUS  VESSELS. 

Notices  were  served  on  66  vessels  where  the  crews  quarters  have  been 
found  to  be  verminous.  Treatment  consisted  of  fumigat  on,  stripping  of 
wood  linings,  spraying  with  “ Solution  D,”  and  re-painting. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

All  refuse  from  the  area  of  the  docks  is  collected  in  railway  trucks, 
and  dealt  with  by  the  sanitary  department  of  the  Railway  Company 
owning  the  docks. 

QUAYSIDE  NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  77  cases  of  water  closets  discharging  on  quayside 
came  to  the  notice  of  your  Officers,  and  in  all  cases  the  nuisances  were 
abated  when  requested  to  do  so. 

FISH  MARKET. 

The  Fish  Market  is  visited  daily  to  supervise  the  cleaning  of  kits  and 
boxes,  and  the  removal  of  all  unsold  fish  and  offal  to  the  factory,  King’s 
Dock,  to  be  converted  into  fish  meal,  etc. 
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TABLE  XXII. 

Food  Inspection. 

The  Public  Health  (Imported)  Food  Regulations,  1925. 

In  accordance  with  the  powers  contained  in  the  above  Regulations 
relating  to  the  inspection  of  foods  arriving  in  vessels  from  foreign  and 
home  ports.  No  chilled  or  foreign  meat  is  imported  in  any  of  the  ports 
under  your  jurisdiction. 


The  Public  Health  (Imported)  Milk  Regulations,  1926. 

No  milk  has  been  imported  to  which  the  above  Regulations  apply. 

The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1927. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  above 
Regulations. 


The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  unsound  foodstuffs  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : — 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


Fish 

...  18 

...  11 

0 

0 

Fish  (dried) 

0 

6 

1 

7 

Fish  (canned) 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Lunch  Tongue  (canned) 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Milk  (condensed) 

0 

2 

0 

...  7 

Tomatoe  Catchup 

0 

0 

1 

...  14 

Fruit  (canned)  ... 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Seaweed  (edible) 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Quaker  Oats 

0 

6 

1 

...  19 

Wheat 

...  22 

1 

0 

0 

Sugar 

1 

...  17 

0 

0 

Potatoes  ... 

...  19 

0 

0 

0 

Red  Cabbage 

2 

...  15 

0 

0 

Parsnips  ... 

0 

...  10 

0 

0 

Onions 

0 

...  10 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

...  66 

...  1 ... 

3 

...  5 

Sample  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 


One  tin  of  peas.  Result : No  copper  ; tin — 0.7  grains  per  pound. 
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TABLE  XXIII. 

LIST  OF  IMPORTED  FOODSTUFFS  EXAMINED 
DURING  THE  YEAR 

(The  Weights  and  Quantities  given  are  approximate). 


Bacon 

17  boxes. 

Maize  ... 

29,637  tons. 

Bailey 

8,996  tous 

Margarine 

108  boxes. 

Beef  (canned) 

10,056  cases. 

Milk  (canned)... 

40,545  cases. 

Biscuits 

1,259  cases. 

Milk  Powder 

100  Cases. 

Butter 

48  boxes. 

Nuts  

682  bags. 

Canned  Goods  (various) 

458  cases. 

Oats  ... 

7,127  tons. 

Carrots 

53  tons. 

Oatmeal 

340  bags. 

Cereals 

77  bags. 

Oats  (rolled) 

10,803  cases. 

Cheese 

5,276  boxes 

Offals  (salted) 

30  barrels. 

Coffee  Essence 

5,188  cases. 

Onions... 

1,237  tons. 

Cocoanut  (desiccated) 

808  cases. 

Parsnips 

87-  bags. 

Confectionery 

1,109  cases. 

Peas 

2,731  bags. 

Cream 

282  cases 

Potatoes 

19,641  tons. 

Eggs  

309  cases. 

Pork  and  Beans 

215  cases. 

Fish  (canned) 

16,752  cases. 

Preserves 

321  cases. 

Fish  (salted) 

501  bales. 

Red  Cabbage 

185  bales. 

Fish  ,, 

634  barrels. 

Rice 

7,683  bags. 

Fish  (wet) 

8,391  tons 

Salt 

600  bags. 

Fish  (shell) 

7 tons. 

Sausage  (smoked) 

45  cases. 

Flour 

17,240  sacks. 

Sausage  Meal... 

196  bags. 

Fruit  (canned) 

18,992  cases. 

Seaweed  (edible) 

101  bags. 

Fruit  (dried) 

18,753  boxes. 

Sugar  ... 

71,927  bags. 

Fruit  (fresh) 

655  barrels 

Sugar 

12,985  cases. 

Fruit  Juices 

997  boxes. 

Syrup 

251  cases. 

Groceries 

34  casks. 

Tea 

1,258  cases. 

Hams 

20  boxes. 

Tomatoes  (canned) 

1,945  cases. 

Lard 

46,880  boxes. 

Tomato  Catchup 

1,316  cases. 

Lunch  Tongue 

6,657  cases. 

Wheat 

58,502  tons. 

I have  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs 
and  H.M.  Board  of  Trade,  at  the  Ports  under  your  jurisdiction,  also  Great 
Western  Railway  and  the  Dock  Superintendents  and  Dock  Masters  of 
Swansea,  Neath,  Briton  Ferry,  Port  Talbot  and  Porthcawl,  for  co-operation 
with  the  officers  of  the  Swansea  Port  Sanitary  Authority  Joint  Board  in 
carrying  out  their  responsible  duties. 


Port  Sanitary  Offices, 

10  Somerset  Place, 

March,  1928. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


